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LIGHT AIRCRAFT PISTON ENGINE OVERHAUL 
PERIODS 
1 Normally, for a light aircraft piston engine, CAA will 


accept the engine constructor’s overhaul period recommenda- 
tions which have been promulgated under a system approved by 
the responsible airworthiness authority. Light aircraft engine in 
this context means either:— 


(a) an engine installed in an aircraft, the Maximum Weight of 
which does not exceed 2730 kg, or 


(b) an engine of 400 hp or less. 


2 Some constructors’ publications permit operation beyond 
the overhaul periods recommended, at the discretion of the 
owner/operator, if the condition of the engine shows it to be 
justified. In certain instances the recommended overhaul 
periods are associated with particular rates of engine utilisation, 
service bulletin/modification configuration and types of opera- 
tion. CAA policy in respect of engines used in light aircraft is set 
out in paragraphs 3 to 6 and in the Appendices to this Notice. 


3 Continuation in service shall be in accordance with para- 
graph 3.1, as qualified by paragraphs 3.1.1 to 3.1.3, as 
appropriate. 


3.1 Engines may be operated to the hours between complete 
overhauls which have been recommended by the constructor 
and promulgated under a system approved by the 
responsible airworthiness authority, provided they conform 
to the appropriate service bulletin/modification configura- 
tions and types of operation. All such overhaul period 
recommendations by the constructor constitute a recom- 
mended overhaul period for the purposes of this 
Airworthiness Notice, including recommendations by the 
constructor for reduced overhaul periods with particular 
types of operation or particular service bulletin/modification 


configurations. | 
~~ 
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3.1.1 Engines which have not completed a recommended 
overhaul period which has a rate of utilisation qualification 
(e.g. Lycoming), within ten years since first installation after 
the first build or the last complete or top overhaul’, may only 
continue in service to the end of the recommended period if 
the engine is inspected in accordance with paragraph 4 at the 
completion of the ten years, and subsequently at 100 hour or 
yearly intervals, whichever occurs first, in order to assess its 
condition. 


3.1.2 Engines which have completed the recommended 
Overhaul period may continue in service for a period of 
operation not exceeding 20% of the hours recommended, 
subject to (a), (b) and (c). 


(a) Compliance being shown with the appropriate 
limitations specified in Appendix No. 1 to this Notice. 


(b) Compliance being shown with any Airworthiness or 
Additional Directive which requires compliance at 
engine overhaul, unless otherwise agreed by CAA. 


(c) The engine being inspected in accordance with 
paragraph 4 in order to assess its condition 
immediately prior to the increase, and subsequently at — 
100 hour or yearly intervals, whichever occurs first. For 
engines operated in crop spraying aircraft the 
inspection must be repeated at 50 hour intervals. 


3.1.3 Engines installed in aircraft not exceeding 2730 kg, 
issued with Private Category Certificates of Airworthiness, 
or otherwise not used for Public Transport or Aerial Work 
and which have completed the 20% extension of paragraph 
3.1.2 may continue in service indefinitely, subject to (a), (b) 
and (c). 


(a) Compliance being shown with the appropriate limita- 
tions specified in Appendix No. 1 to this Notice. 


(b) The engine being inspected in accordance with 
paragraph 4 in order to assess its condition before 
exceeding 120% of the recommended overhaul period 
and subsequently being inspected and re-assessed at 
100 hour or yearly intervals, whichever occurs first. 


“For the purpose of this Notice “top overhaul” means the restoration of cylinder and 
piston assemblies to complete overhaul standards or to Service Limits if these are 
defined by the manufacturer. 


(c) 


The Certificate of Airworthiness, if other than Private 
Category, of the aircraft in which the engine is installed 
being submitted to a CAA Area Office for endorse- 
ment to indicate that, during the period in which the 
engine is operating beyond 120% of the recommended 
overhaul period, Public Transport and Aerial Work 
are prohibited. ; 


4 The inspections referred to in paragraphs 3.1.1, 3.1.2 and 
3.1.3 to assess the condition of engines shall be in accordance 
with Civil Aircraft Inspection Procedures Leaflet EL/3-15 and 
shall be carried out by persons or Organisations as follows:— 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Engines installed in aircraft operated for Public 
Transport and Aerial Work shall be inspected by an 
appropriately licensed aircraft maintenance engineer 
or an Organisation specifically approved for the 


purpose. 


Engines installed in aircraft operated in the Private 
Category or otherwise prohibited from operation for 
Public Transport and Aerial Work, which have not 
exceeded 120% of the recommended overhaul period, 
may be inspected by the operator, but shall be 
inspected and certified by an appropriately licensed 
aircraft maintenance engineer or an Organisation 
specifically approved for the purpose at the next and 
each subsequent Certificate of Airworthiness renewal. 


Engines which are to operate beyond 120% of the 
recommended overhaul period shall be inspected by an 
appropriately licensed aircraft maintenance engineer 
or an Organisation specifically approved for the 


purpose. 


5 In no case shall any mandatory restrictions be exceeded, 
and the compliance with mandatory bulletins/modifications/ 
inspections shall be completed at the specified times. 


6 In the case of engines not incorporating all the service 
bulletins/modifications which would enable it to qualify 
currently for any recommended overhaul period as defined in 
paragraph 3.1 of this Notice, or of engine types not included in 
the constructors’ bulletins, a specific recommendation in writing 
must be sought from the constructor, and if this is not 
obtainable, application made to the CAA. 
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7 For clarity, the requirements of paragraphs 3 and 4 are 
presented in tabular form in Appendix No. 2. 


8 Cancellation This Notice cancels Airworthiness Notice 
No. 35, Issue 13, dated 1 April, 1983, which should be 
destroyed. 


for the Civil Aviation Authority. 


Airworthiness Division, 
Brabazon House, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1SQ. 


